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Okuma was born on February 16th, 1838 in his ancestral home located on
Kaisho Koji road in Mizugae district, Saga City. He lived in this residence, g )
which is currently located on the premises of Okuma Memorial Museum, until [“=~"3 . ETH309)

he moved to Tokyo in 1868. In Tokyo, Okuma served as the Minister of Finance : 30-min. drive / FFEE305 0 / BIEHI309 8 / A2 302

and Minister of Foreign Affairs, and he also became the Prime Minister of

Japan twice. Okuma created the foundation for Japan’s modernization, such R EE RS  From SagaCastietistory Museum / MEIR AN SR
as adopting the solar calendar instead of the lunar calendar and revising the ks PSRRI, BRI
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The Okuma Memorial Museum was constructed in 1967, designed by Kenji Imai,
professor emeritus at Waseda University.

The museum celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2017. The architecture has been
designated as a Registered Tangible Cultural Property (structure) of Japan for its
design and splendid architectural technique and high artistic quality.
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The first floor showcases valuable exhibits that demonstrate Okuma’s
achievements. In the second-floor exhibition room that is decorated with
beautiful stained glass, various documents are displayed and occasionally
alternated. Special exhibitions are also held several times a year.
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The former residence of Shigenobu Okuma is extremely valuable as an old
samurai residence that tells the golden era of the Saga castle town. After its
designation as a national historic site in 1965, the castle underwent extensive
conservation and repair works in 2016, which is referred to as the great
renovation of the Heisei period.
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